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GV BC PU R PO SE  

ST A T EMEN T 

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N 

ST A T EMEN T 

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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D ear Family,  

Today, as I write this article, we are four days away from 

receiving our Advent Conspiracy offering for Charity 
Water. We have planned for the boxes to be placed back 

on the communion table from which most were taken. We 
have talked about collecting the children’s offering and 

putting it in the special bottle Susan Wakuta found. I find 
myself very excited about this offering because it is so different and it is 

not about us. Why do I feel this? 

 
This is the first time we have asked ourselves to “worship more, spend 

less, give more, love all.” To spend less is huge. Are we valued by how 
much we give to our family and friends? How do we cut back? Don’t we 

have to explain what we are doing? What will they think? How many of 

us understand that this is not a new offering but a reallocation of the 
funds we spend? Do we really understand? And do we really want to 

give it away? I know that Nancy and I have talked about our gift and it 
has been hard to come up with how much to cut back in our spending.  

 
Yet I am excited. Jim Kawashima shared at the Board of Deacons 

meeting that at his work the word went out that everyone purchasing a 

gift for a co-worker should spend X dollars. All of a sudden he asked his 
co-workers, “Why not spend less and give some to Charity Water?” A 

bold step. And the co-workers said yes! Or Craig Hara, who at his store, 
Turtle Beach, posted the Charity Water bottle sign and told customers 

that he is donating a portion of his profits from the sale of his “Proverbs” 
aloha shirts to Charity Water.  

 

I have no idea what December 19th will bring but I am anticipating a lot. A 
lot of changed habits; a lot of clean water; a lot of people excited to be 

part of what God is doing to change the world one cup of water, one well, 
at a time.  

 

God bless. 
Pastor Steve 



My favorite part was 
Linus' explanation of 
the true meaning of 
Christmas from "A 
Charlie Brown 
Christmas" [cartoon]. I 
also liked Scene 5 We 
Beseech You. There 
was a nice turning 
point in the 
relationship 
between Howard 
and Fred. I enjoyed 
those nostalgic '60s 
TV commercials and 
TV show clips. 
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REVIEWS OF “A PRODIGAL CHRISTMAS” 

Oh, Yeah! 

Question:  What musical has a perfect balance 
of vintage 60’s commercials, historical details, a 
versatile set, tight band, dancing/singing by a 
totally enthusiastic cast . . . and a bulls-eye 
Christmas message? 

Answer: A Prodigal Christmas, by co-writers 
David Cheng and Susie Shelley and directors 
Juliet Schurr and Susie Shelley. (If you guessed 
correctly, you win a slinky!) 

For me, this well-done production brought back 
fond and painful memories of the 1960s. I was an 
indifferent kid when the Vietnam War began, an 
opinionated teen when it ended. A Prodigal 
Christmas deftly presents various points-of-views, 
while reminding us of the profound truth that “in 
Christ there is no east or west.” Conflicts are 
universal and timeless, so are His love and 
forgiveness. I’d like to extend a hand (uh, slap me 
some skin) to the entire crew and cast for sharing 
your talents with us. Your beautiful presentation 
added depth to my Advent. Kudos, too, for  
acknowledging our veterans.  My only regret is 
that there weren’t more performances . . . and a 
sample of Sunsweet Prunes. 

Otherwise, this was something good, man. 

Reviewed by Naomi Russell 

I felt God was working mightily through everyone 
involved with this production. I know the audience 
in both performances felt the same way. It 
brought out emotions of joy, humor, sadness, 
forgiveness and much more. Even though I read 
the script many times, I cried and laughed along 
with the audience. Pastor Steve was very proud 
of the production, saying the multi-racial, multi-
generational teamwork was very evident in the 
cast members and storyline. 

David Cheng and Susie Shelley created a 
masterpiece. I am in awe of how God used 
regular church people, not Hollywood 
professionals, to create such a spectacular show. 
We did not have a multi-million dollar Broadway 
budget, but God blessed our allocation to create 
a wonderful production. 

Reviewed by Russell Nagata 

Photos by 

Silvio Carrara 
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Everything was great. The whole story was 
touching and brought tears to many of us 
because we can relate to problems with 
families even now. Even the commercials in 
between scenes were so nostalgic — had a 
great laugh with many of them. The was the 
BEST presentation ever !  Original music & 
lyrics — SO AMAZING!  Kudos to everyone 
involved !! 

Thanks to the entire “Christmas Prodigal” 
cast, musicians, playwrights, directors, 
etc. What an inspiring experience!  It was 
great to see so many people from the 
community, friends, and relatives. 

Wendy Katagi’s “O Holy Night” — 
beautiful!  The entire show was 
great.  So well written — had good 
music, singers, pathos, humor. 
Enjoyed it very much! 

The entire program was 
out-of-sight, groovy, and right-on. 

To order a DVD of “A 

Prodigal Christmas,” fill out a 
request form at the small 
table in the hallway behind 

the Community Hall along 
with $3 per DVD ordered. You 
can pick up your DVD the 
following week. 

(Favorite part of musical) 
The family beach scene. 
It made me cry. 

All good. Change nothing. 

(Favorite part of musical) 
Homecoming of Naomi & Angie 
with Howard. Also Scene 6 We 
Are Family with forgiveness. 
Homecoming of Matt. 
Commercials were fun to see. 
Loved meeting Steve Langley! 

Great cast. Great Story. 
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Citylights November News by Tom Demorest 
This Thanksgiving we partnered with some 
other ministries to host a large Thanksgiving 
celebration for the community. And boy did it 
turn out large!  We had over 900 people turn 
out to the church on the Tuesday before 
Thanksgiving for a Neighborhood Thanksgiving 
Block Party. The event consisted of a turkey 
dinner, a food pantry, a clothing giveaway, 
medical trucks, games and crafts for the 
children, a stage with various talented speakers 
and performers, and a prayer table where 
people could be heard, valued and prayed for. 
The turnout and people’s willingness to wait for 

hours to get in shows this was a real need in our city. All praise needs to go to God for the extreme 
success of the event. A drive-by shooting down the street just as the event was beginning could have 
really undermined all we were hoping to accomplish. Yet, God blessed the event with a sense of peace, 
calm and unity and everyone had a great time. I cannot think of a better way to celebrate Thanksgiving 
than to throw a party in Christ’s name to be a blessing to our community. We are very thankful for the 
help of one of our partner churches, Global Mission Church, at the event. Their resources and man 
power were essential. Above all, we are so thankful and humbled that God would choose us despite our 
small size and limited resources to spread His fame in our city. Thank you all for your support and 
partnerships which allows us to be here to impact our community. 

Mission Field 

 

“He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize 

him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did 

receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 
children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.”   

— John 1:10-13 
 

To all of God’s children, His “eikons” here on earth, 
 

Your staff at GVBC wish you a blessed Christmas; a Christmas filled with His presence, 

generosity and love. May you share this presence with others. Light up the world where you live!  
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Family News 

Letters from our Family 

� Dear GVBC Family, I have been overwhelmed by the volume of cards, messages, gifts and flowers sent 
me as well as actual visits. Blessings on you all for your prayers, love and thoughts in my unexpected fall 
resulting in a right hip fracture and an upper arm blow. I realize things could have been worse — more 
body involvement — but time should allow a complete recovery. Thank you, Lord!  I am staying at my 
daughter, Connie’s, and receiving her expert, loving care and treatment. Thank you everyone!  Most 
sincerely, Molly Nishimoto 

� Christmas letter from Pastor Eiji Osato & Family (our new Nichigo Pastor), This year became a big 
decision making year for us. We decided to leave Thailand and move to the US to start a 
Japanese ministry and to continue our ministries among the Karens. After I came back from 
home assignment in 2010, I was given a thought to do a pastoral ministry among Japanese 
people. I have been working as a missionary to build Christian workers who serve in local 
churches. Now, I was given a desire to work as a pastor in a local Japanese church. 
However, I still believe God has called me to work as a missionary. So I asked God, if this has 
come from You, please open a new way for me to become a pastor. 

I did not contact anyone when I was praying for my future, but GVBC sent me an email to ask me whether 
there is a chance for them to have me as a Japanese pastor. They offered me to do Japanese students 
ministry in the South Bay area where there are more than 10,000 Japanese students. They also decided 
to let me come back to Thailand every year for one month to continue my Karen ministry. God surely 
opened a way for me to do Japanese ministry, youth ministry, and Karen ministry. We decided to stay in 
Chiang Mai until June 2011 to let Naomi and Anna finish their school here and move to Gardena in July or 
August. May God bless you in a very special way in this Christmas time ! 

� Dear Friends: On behalf of the City of Gardena we thank you for your donation of $500 [from our LOVE 

fund], 37 bags and 4 cases of food to our year-round Emergency Food Pantry Program. This 
Thanksgiving month when so many of our neighbors are in need, your gift is so appreciated. Your 
generosity will make such a difference to so many. Your continued concern for the less fortunate of 
Gardena exemplifies what a community can do when we work together. Sincerely, Deryl Lloyd, 
Superintendent of Recreation and Human Services, by Lydia James, Community Services Counselor 

� Dear GVBC Family, Thank you for your prayers for healing all of which I claimed and received as from the 
Lord!  Thank you also for the brilliantly live and beautiful yellow flower arrangement delivered personally 
by Gail Mukaihata–Hannemann (a former GVBC member now living in Hawaii) when I was hospitalized. 
She also took the time and energy to deliver a flower vase, card and the Lord’s Prayer in English and 
Hawaiian and lifted up a touching prayer for me there. Special thanks to Pastor Steve who has been in 
contact with me while in Hawaii and back home and Annette Kakimoto both of whom prayed for me while 
I was in the Hawaii hospital. Thanks also to my prayer group brothers for their words of comfort, 
encouragement and prayers. Thank you, GVBC, and may the Lord continue to bless His people. Love in 
Christ, Frank & Judy Nakamura 

In the News 

� An excellent article with pictures titled “Strength in a Family of Faith: Japanese Americans and the history 
of Gardena Valley Baptist Church” was published in the December 4 Rafu Shimpo. The 2-page article 
was written by Nicole Kikuchi, a college student who attends GVBC. Nicole wrote she is a multi-ethnic half 
Japanese 5th generation Christian in her fourth year at UCLA, majoring in Asian American studies. In 
class, her professor had shown a slide of GVBC and stated GVBC has been a famous church to the 
Japanese community for a long time. After this, she decided to dig up the history of her “famous” church. 
Through her digging she realized GVBC wasn’t just a church close to her house where all her friends 
went, but it had a lot of history. “This year,” she wrote, “my thanks for my church family goes deeper than 
ever as I reflect on the steadfast faith of my Japanese Christian community.” The article goes into our 
history, starting back in the 1900s when Gardena was called Moneta and GVBC was first called the 
Christian Baptist Church. In 1920 the church community began with a Sunday school of about 20 Issei 
and Nisei children who gathered in a small cottage. By the 1930s the church grew to about 400 people. 
GVBC has continued to thrive for over 95 years. “Church is not a physical building; it is the people of God 
living and serving Christian community and fellowship. And, we as a GVBC church family have been 
immeasurably blessed with the devotion, commitment, creativity, and giftedness of countless GVBC’ers 
over the nine decades of our church’s existence.” 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 

EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in the subjec t line]. You can also 
contact event leaders  directly. 

WEBSITE : www.gvbc.net 

 

�Office Closed Christmas Eve Friday, December 24 

�Office Closed Monday, December 27 

�Office Closed New Year’s Eve Friday, December 31 

�January 2, 2011 Come Forward Prayer and Communion Service 

Children’s Ministry 
KidZone (1 st- 5 t h graders) 

Fridays, 7:00 — 8:30 PM, NOTE: Room 250 . Wear 
comfortable clothes  and gym shoes to all events. 
� December 17  It’s a Meaningful Life Christmas Party 
�December 24  No Meeting (Merry Christmas) 

Children’s Winter Camp February 18—20 

Contac t: Susan Wakuta, ex t. 689, susan@gvbc.net. 

Christmas Sunday 

Sunday, December 19 

8:45 AM 

11:00 AM 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Both services in the Community Hall 

Bring your boxes for our Charity Water donations 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ Life 

Friday, December 24 

Both services in the Community Hall 

Family service at 6:00 PM 

with The Christmas Lizard children’s story 

Adult candlelight service at 11:00 PM 



The Spirit is copyrighted © 2010 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683, FAX: (310)768-2783, 

Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm, 

Nichigo Website: www.gv bc.info. The Spirit is published tw ice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC 

and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 
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Issue 1 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, January 5, 2011. 
Hard copies available on Sunday, January 9 in the Narthex. All articles 

should be submitted by Sunday, January 2. 

 

Important End-of-year Tax Deductions 
2010 Tax Deductions 

To receive tax credit for  2010, all donati ons must be postmarked by  December 31, 2010 or dropped off at the 
church office by 5:00 PM on Thursday, December 30. The office will be closed on Friday, December 31. 

Any questions contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672 or email her at: wendy@gvbc.net. 

2011 Offering Envelopes 

Please save us postage by  remembering to pick up your numbered offering envelopes. If you do not have a 
numbered box and would like one, please print your name and phone number on the pad provided, or call Wendy 
in the office, ex t. 672 or  email her at: wendy@gvbc.net. Your  envelope is available now for pick up in the back of the 
Community Hall. 

Operation Christmas Child 2010 
By Linda Hayashi 

Operation Christmas Child was again a wonderful success as GVBC contributed 669 filled shoeboxes to 
bless children in need around the world.  Participation included the English congregation, Nichigo 
congregation, Children’s ministry, and Youth ministry.  The youth alone contributed 191 boxes!  The 
shoeboxes will be used by Samaritan’s Purse as tools for evangelism as distribution of the boxes will 
include a gospel message and further invitation to participate in a local discipleship program.  Many 
thanks to all who helped share God’s love through Operation Christmas Child! 

Thank you for your faithfulness in helping to spread the gospel around the world through these special 
Christmas gifts. 

Nehemiah Update 
 The end - the final report in the Spirit on Nehemiah 3, our third, completed stewardship 
campaign. We have been so blessed. We received pledges of $1,086,754 three years ago, but as of 
November 30, 2010 we have received $1,318,112. What a blessing to your church and a witness of your 
love for God. I do not believe that anyone felt we would get to this place with this much giving to 
Nehemiah 3 considering all we have gone through these last two years. You have been generous! 

 

 We now enter the “Twilight Zone” – the five months between the end of Nehemiah 3 and the 
start of our new capital stewardship campaign. “By faith, go move a mountain.” During these five 
months, it is straightforward. We have no pledges for this interim period but we have a $26,828 X 5, bill 
equaling $134,140. During the first two weeks of December, we have received $18,063; a great start! 
We will let you know each month, how we are doing in the “Twilight Zone” or Nehemiah 3.1. Thank you 
for your generosity. 

 



Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Teaching, ext. 679 

Annette Kakimoto, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Development, ex t. 680  

James Chang, Assis tant Pastor — Worship, ex t. 682 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Daniel Matsuda, Assis tant Pastor  — Youth, ext. 681 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Direc tor  Early  Chil dhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior  High, ex t 684 (pt) 

Paul  Matsushima, Pastoral Intern, Neighborhood Impact (pt) 

J.J . Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani , Secretary, ex t. 671 

Dawn Robinson, Christi an Educ. Secretary, ex t. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashi ta, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kyle York , Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

 
 

 
 
 

 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45AM Rm 201 
 
Sunday, December 19 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Both services in the Community Hall 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Life 

 
Friday, December 24 

Christmas Eve Services in the Community Hall 
6:00 and 11:00 PM 

 
Sunday, December26 

Both Services in the Sanctuary 
Pastor Daniel Matsuda ~ Baptism Sunday 

 
Sunday, January 2, 2011 

Both Services in the Community Hall 
Come Forward Communion 

 
English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 


